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XOUM FOR: Deputy Director/Intelligence

SUBJECT: A New Stage in Chima's Atomic Energy

1. The enclosed paper, "Start-up of Nuelear
Plant in Communist Chinoa May Be Imminent”, is for-
warded for your information, It has been coordinated
with 085X will be submitted by OSI to the JAEIC
for cossideration, possibly some time in October.

- Publigation as 3 CSB or in an OCI medium is not 25X1D14
25X1D1a therefore possible nt present, and any future publi-
cation is dependent upen JARIC action. & NSA 25X1a
& NSA 25X1a 2. The pape:x
~25X1D1a that Commumiat CRIna 38 aboul 10 put 10IC
eperation either 2 uranium feed materials plant ox &
& NSA 25X1a chesicsl separation plant. It is suggested that the
new fasility may go imtc operation in October 1860
or shortly thereafter.
3. One of the chemicals involved, 25X2
25X2 N coo be used at different atsges of the
X2
25X2 j , é,x}e 1
plans for 2 feed ma L1s

Chiinn in January 1957, and it is net unreasonable
to sasume that such & plant could be about to degin
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SUBJECT: A New 3tage in China's Atomic Energy Program

opsration, The third pessihility, a chemical sepa-
rations plast cannot, in the curreat state of owr
knowledge about Chima's progress in the field, be
disnimsed. But before putt & chemical separntion
plant into Tﬁﬁw’ we wvould expect Chinma to have
a feod waterisls plant and & resctor operatiag. Ve
have no evidemce that this is the case, but their
sxistence might have been successfully concealed,

In #ither case, the svidemce suggests that China has
meds 3 sigaificant step forward in its atomic energy

progran.
OTTO X. QUTHE
Assistant Director
Distribution:

Orig. and 1 - Addressee with attachment
‘ % - gﬁg wiﬁ: 1 attachment
1 - AD with attachment {via EC
1l e { ECON/OCI)
1-Ch/D/M
1 - §/CH
1 - 8t/C8
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CURRENT SUPPORT BRIEF

START-UP OF NUCLEAR PIANT IN COMMUNIST CHIRA
MAY BE DMMINENT

27 September 1960
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START-UP OF NUCLEAR PLANT IN COMMUNIST CHINA

) 25X2
Beeend information
suggeets that a nucleay
plent, probebly o ursnium feed materials plant but posaibly a chemical
seperations plant, may be put into operstion soon, perhaps in Gctober 1960

or ghortly theresfier. Nsisxm
25X2
¥ This refers to a commercial plant rather than to & pilot plant, A feed 25X1D

na.t@;‘isla plant processes urenium eoncentrates t0 uranium metal for nuclear
reactors 4

NSA

**#No econsideration is given to the remote possibility thet largeescale
Processing of thorium ores for nuclesr fuel, which might use tributyl phos-
phate, may be conducted at the present time in Communist Chins.
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25X2
25X2
25X2 25X2
for the following ressons:
25X2
25X2
There is reason to believe, however, that
25X1D
25X2 is for the preparetion of ursnlum feed msterials.
NSA
25X1D
NSA

and, therefore, it is not unreesonsble to

sssume thet such a plant eculd have been built by now and is about to

stert cperating. Furthermore, since Commmnist Chine has been mining

uraniue ores since the early 1950's and probably concentrating these cres

in recent years, without exporting, ample rev material i1s probably now

2B

Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP70T00666R000100100002-2




25X2

Approved For Relea : ﬂ'[.?OGﬁBROOM 00100002-2
dpg3 "~ A

svallsble for processing inte uranium feed materials.
intended for the preparation of nuciear feed meterials, the possibility
cannot be excluded thet it is destined for use in & chemtcal separations
plent. Before such s plant would be put into operation, however, a fesd
meteriels plent end muclear power or production reactors would be operating.
Although there has been no evidence to date that facilities of this

*
nature are operating in Commnist China, evidence of much activity might
have been guccessfully concesled. Furthermore, it is conceiveble that s
feed materisls plant, production reactors and a chemical separations
plant could have been built between January 1957 and now uader s construc-
tion program of high prioxrity.

It 1s possible to estimate the production capecity of a urenium

feed materisls plent if
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25X2
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& NSA 25X1a
sre intended solely for the nuclear energy program.

25X1D1a
& NSA 25X1a

25X2
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